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Did you know Villa Musica is a 501(c)(3) non-profit? Our mission is to make music accessible through 
education, performance, and community engagement. Earlier this Summer, we opened our new 
Fletcher Hills location, where we can continue to offer private and group lessons to even more of San 
Diego County. We have grown from a tiny studio with a big dream into a strong, dynamic organization 
with more than 500+ students enrolled in weekly private lessons, 400+ students enrolled in a group 
class or ensemble, and another 4,000+ participating in Community Programming at 30 schools, 15 senior 
centers, and 5 satellites hosted by libraries in low-income neighborhoods across the county. And a 
portion of those participants are the people you see on stage today.

The Villa Musica Summer Ensembles are made up of a community of musicians aged between 18 and 
85. The participants in this program represent a wide range of backgrounds; from amateur players 
through to emerging professionals. Each player shares a passion for ensemble playing and is especially 
inspired to gather each summer to share in their joy of making music together.

At Villa Musica, we believe music making creates space for self-expression, creativity, and skill devel-
opment. But most importantly, music making creates community. Each member plays a crucial role, 
and by collectively sharing a musical piece, they engage in active listening and the support of one 
another. This is why students and musicians join our ensembles each summer – to be a part of some-
thing greater than themselves and to create harmony with other humans.

Everything we do at Villa Musica is centered around the goal of access to music education. We aim to 
provide a space for people to explore music in their lives across all facets of the artistic experience – 
from inspiration to mastery, listening to performing, we seek to nurture personal growth and a con-
nection to a vibrant musical community.

We are thrilled to have you here this evening to enjoy this wonderful program. We hope you will enjoy 
the concert. And if you are inspired to get involved as more than a listener, please do not hesitate 
to reach out. We are always looking for new volunteers, board members, and ambassadors who can 
spread the word of the work we do.

Welcome to the 13th season of Villa Musica’s Summer Ensembles!

In Music, 

Dr. Fiona L. Chatwin 
Founder and Executive Director 
Villa Musica | San Diego’s Community Music Center 
E: fchatwin@villamusica.org  https://villamusica.org/donate

https://villamusica.org /donate/
https://www.villamusica.org


james beauton – conductor, fulL-orchestra 
Conductor and Percussionist James Beauton is currently the Director of Orchestra and Classical 
Music Studies at the Ruth Asawa School of the Arts in San Francisco. 2023-24 marked his debut 
season as the Music Director and Conductor of the Winchester Orchestra of San Jose. He also holds 
the percussion faculty position at San Francisco State University. 

 Beauton emerged on the orchestral podium in 2019, conducting a performance of Stravinsky’s 
Firebird Suite with the Villa Musica Summer Orchestra in San Diego. Shortly following, he became 
assistant conductor of the Coachella Valley Symphony, a position that included directing the Buddy 
Rogers Youth Symphony. James has also held music director positions with Mt. San Jacinto College 
Concert Band and the UC San Diego Wind Ensemble, and founded and conducted the Villa  
Musica Chamber Players. 

 As a concert percussionist, James was the grand prize winner of the 2012 Southern California 
International Marimba Competition, and performed as a member of Steven Schick’s renowned 

percussion repertoire, while advocating for the exploration and commissioning of new works. 

Equipped with a mastery of percussion playing, a theoretical background in media theory, and a robust practical application of recording 
technology, James’ scholarly work includes a published dissertation that explores the symbiotic connection of classical musicians and 21st 
century life.  

James earned his Doctorate in Contemporary Music Performance from UC San Diego, a Masters in Percussion from SUNY Stony Brook, 
and a Bachelors of Music from Michigan State University. James is a Yamaha Performing Artist.

william gilmer – conductor, Wind Ensemble 
William Gilmer, a music educator, bassoonist, and conductor, moved to San Diego after living 
in the Chicago area for 35 years. He retired from a career as a music educator in Illinois for 33 
years, the last 28 spent as the Director of Bands at Willowbrook High School in Villa Park, IL. At 
Willowbrook he was responsible for the direction of three levels of concert band, a jazz band, the 
Marching Warrior Band, and the pep band. Further, he guided all of his students as they prepared 

of the outstanding programs in the state and was selected to perform at the conferences of the 

Green State New Music Clinic, the Western Illinois University Band Showcase, and the University 

Following retirement he served as an adjunct professor at Concordia University in River Forest, IL and as the music director for the Des 
Plaines Community Band, Des Plaines, IL. As a bassoonist, Bill played bassoon and contra bassoon with the Tulsa Philharmonic, the  
Civic Orchestra of Chicago, the West Suburban Community Band, and the Salt Creek Chamber Orchestra. In San Diego is the principal 
bassoonist with the North Coast Symphony Orchestra and the New City Sinfonia.  Bill serves as the president of the Board of Directors for 
the North Coast Symphony and is the Chair of the Board for Villa Musica.

Bill holds both a Bachelor of Music Education degree and Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Tulsa where he was named the 
Presser Scholar in music education. He earned his Master of Music degree from Northwestern University and has done post-graduate work 
at the University of Illinois, Vandercook College of Music, and Northwestern. Bill moved to San Diego when his wife Martha was appointed 
the CEO of the San Diego Symphony Orchestra.



 

VILLA MUSICA SUMMER WIND ENSEMBLE 

A Little ART Music 

Bill Gilmer, Conductor 
 

PROGRAM  

Scenes from the Louvre Norman Dello Joio (1913–2008) 
I. Portals 
II. Children's Gallery 
III. The Kings of France 
IV. The Nativity Paintings 
V. Finale 

Voice of Space Johan de Meij (b. 1953) 

Blue and Green Music Samuel R. Hazo (b. 1966) 

Chris Amaro, Guest Conductor 

INTERMISS ION  

Pictures at an Exhibition Modest Mussorgsky (1839–1881) 
 arr. Paul Lavender (b. 1951) 

Promenade 
1. Gnomus (The Gnome) 
Promenade 
2. Il Vecchio Castello (The Old Castle) 
Promenade 
3. Tuileries (Dispute d'enfants après jeux) 
4. Bydło 
Promenade 
5. Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks 
6. Samuel Goldenberg and Schmuÿle 
Promenade 
7. Limoges - The Market Place 
8. Catacombae (Sepulcrum romanum) 
9. Cum mortuis in lingua mortua (With the dead in a dead language) 
10. The Hut on Fowl's Legs (Baba-Yaga) 
11. The Great Gate of Kiev 

 

Villa Musica — San Diego's Community Music Center — Since 2005 



ENSEMBLE ROSTER  
 

FLUTE & PICCOLO 
Jasmine Mikesell 
Shelley Parker 
Chris Shannon 
Jacqueline Speiser 
Dahea You 

OBOE & ENGLISH HORN 
Abigail Angwin 
Rusty Bonasso 
Eric Guizar 
Zoey Wang 

BASSOON 
Helena Ellis do Amaral 
Bridget Navarro 
Dan Weiss (Contra) 

CLARINET 
John Dearden 
Laura Green-Bergen 
Veronica Hamby 
Cliff Saper 
Suzie Seldess 
Fran Tonello 
George Moy (Eb Clarinet) 
David Weinstein 
James Llamas (Bass Clarinet) 

SAXOPHONE 
Robert Castro (Alto) 
Amir Alsharifi (Alto) 
Aaron Mulder (Tenor) 
Irving Hernandez (Bari) 

TRUMPET 
Richard Almanza 
Christa Beyenhof 
Per Cederstav 
Rachel Doolittle 
Keith Larochelle 

FRENCH HORN 
Eric Burke 
Alex Crosthwaite 
Audrey Freeman 
Tina Larson 
Monica Palmer 
Sandra Petersen 

 

TROMBONE 
Tuhin Mukherjee 
Steven Nguyen 
Carson Wayman 

BASS TROMBONE 
Ronald Scipio 

EUPHONIUM 
Liz Cooper 
Buddy Gibbs 
Jeff Malecki 

TUBA 
Derek Lee 
Andrew Newman 

PERCUSSION 
Chris Amaro (Principal) 
Chase Bentley 
Liam Doran 
Owen Hertz 
Matthew LeFebvre 
Rudi Massman 
Juan Soto 
Iris Workman 

PIANO 
Richard Rushton 

STRING BASS 
Owen Cruise 

HARP 
Stefan Wendel 



681 encinitas blvd
encinitas ca 92024

(858) 909-0319
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We specialize in violins, violas, and cellos 
for all ages and abil it ies.

Our instrument rental program is backed by 
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ANDREW NEWMAN DESIGN
A Creative Digital Agency

newmandesign@gmail.com

RS WOODWINDS
Woodwind Repair • Sales • Consignments

RSWoodwinds@icloud.com
Ryan Simmons
619.757.6155 by appointment
RSWoodwinds.com

Phone: 858.792.4750
Piazza Carmel Shopping Center
3840 Valley Center Drive, Suite 604
San Diego, California 92130
seabreezechocolates.com

https://sacraprofana.org
https://pathfinderarts.org
https://instagram.com/theviolinthopsandiego
https://seabreezechocolates.com
https://andrewnewmandesign.com
https://andrewnewmandesign.com
https://RSWoodwinds.com


https://villamusica.org/fovm


thank you

OUR SPONSORS:
Summit Wealth Group

Pathfinder Arts Collective
RS Woodwinds
Sacra/Profana

Seabreeze Craft Chocolates
The Violin Shop

OUR Team:
Aram Akhavan – VMSO Founder

Aaron Bullard – Director of Community Partnerships
Dan Weiss – Ensembles Manager 

Alexandra Huryn – Music Librarian/Admin Support
Ciara Dabkowski – Poster Art 

A special thanks to 
Grossmont College Music Department and

Point Loma Nazarene University Music Department
for hosting our rehearsals

And our amazing musicians...

https://summitwealthgroup.com
https://pathfinderarts.org
https://rswoodwinds.com
https://sacraprofana.org
https://seabreezechocolates.com
https://instagram.com/theviolinshopsandiego
https://www.grossmont.edu/academics/pathways/visual-performing-arts/music.php
https://www.pointloma.edu/schools-departments-colleges/department-music
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San Diego CA 92121
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Without music, life would be a mistake.

– Fredrich Nietzsche

10373 Roselle Street, Ste 170 
San Diego CA 92121

2382 Fletcher Parkway
El Cajon CA 92020
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